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District Commissioner’s Report

District Chairman’s Report ‘

The Scout
Association and the
RNLI have much in
common. They are
both registered
charities, they both
depend on volunteers
and, above all, both
organisations
demonstrate a
lifelong, practical commitment of 'service
to others'.

We are extremely lucky in Royal Kingston
in having volunteers who give excellent
service. Barry Sullivan, for example, was
recently presented with the Mayor's
Community Award for his service to
Scoutlink and, over the years, many of our
adults have received good service awards
from the Scout Association.

Leaders give up their time most weeks of
the year to benefit the young people. In
addition, many organise and/or help at
District events such as the recent two-day
extravaganza which saw Scouts spending
thirty-three hours visiting nine
Headquarters and enjoying various
pursuits. These ranged from rowing on the
Thames, archery and rifle shooting to
blindfold tent pitching, making hot air
balloons and computer games. The
weekend also incorporated a Hawaiian
party and a sleepover.

On the same weekend, our Cub Scouts had
the opportunity to participate in the annual
five-a-side football competition and, more
recently, the younger Beaver Scouts had a
great time learning about science in a
variety of ways. As usual, our St George's

Day celebrations brought all Sections
together. All these events were extremely
well organised and I have received many
favourable comments. Well done to all the
adults involved.

Both 1" Hook and 2" Hook Bands held their
annual concerts and Kingston and Malden
Band performed at Windsor Castle in front
of Queen Scouts, St. George's Day Award
holders and several dignitaries.

Our Jamboree contingent had the first of
many meetings after which several parents
volunteered to assist in the various fund
raising activities. Many thanks to them.

Unfortunately, Chris Feltham, GSL of 7"
Malden, is relinquishing his appointment
and I thank him for his service over many
years.

It is encouraging to know that many of our
young people have already enjoyed
camping this year and plenty more outdoor
activities are planned.

I hope that everyone makes the most of
these opportunities.

Bob.

Sunday 23rd April was the
St. George's Day service
and parade. It was a
fantastic sight to see well
over a thousand members of
Royal Kingston Scout
District all in one place and,
luckily, the weather,
although a little drizzly at
first, kept mainly dry.

By the time you read this, the Group AGMs season
will be underway. I am endeavouring this year to
visitas many Groups as possible.

The District has now concluded a sponsorship
agreement with St Joseph's Church, New Malden
on behalf of 2nd Malden Scout Group which will
foster even better relations between the Group and
the Church.

On 26th April, I was privileged to attend the annual
Mayor of Kingston's Community Awards
ceremony. One of the recipients was Barry
Sullivan, the Leader of Scoutlink, the Hook-based
Group for disabled scouts. Barry received the
award for his excellent work and dedication to
Scoutlink over a period of more than 25 years. Well
done Barry - it was very well deserved!

Trevor

K&M Band with the Chief Scout

Hundreds of Queen’s Scouts attended the annual St George’s Day Parade at Windsor Castle on
Sunday, 30th April 2006. The review was taken by Lord Baden-Powell, Vice-President of The
Scout Association and grandson of the Founder. Lord Baden-Powell was accompanied by Peter

Duncan, the Chief Scout.

This year the Kingston & Malden Scout & Guide

Band had the privilege of playing in the Castle

alongside the Guards Military Band.

Recruitment

Do you know anyone who would like to join in the fun of Scouting?

Everybody from the age of 5 % is welcome so just telephone 020 8287
2743 and you will be advised of the nearest Scout Group in the Royal
Borough, with meeting times and the activities it has to offer.
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Our Picture shows
Chief Scout Peter
Duncan gives 10
year old band
member Hollie
Coote a helping
hand, when he
inspected the parade.
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Beaver Scouts 5 % to 8 ’

Cub Scouts 8 to 10 %2

More than one hundred of our younger
Beaver Scouts joined together recently
for a Scientific Afternoon at 1" Hook

HQ.

Among the many activities on offer were
making leafy bookmarks, investigating
finger prints, exploding film pots, testing
for magnetism and doing something
quite amazing with cornflower and
water!

All participants took part with enthusiasm and earned their
Experiment Activity Badge.

Leander and 1" Tolworth Beavers have enjoyed taking part in
their respective Group Family Camps, 2™ Norbiton Beavers
entertained the gathering at their Group AGM and 1" Kingston
Hill Beavers went animal tracking in Richmond Park. And
that's justa few of the activities going on.

Coming up this summer, we have our Sports Morning, a trip to
Whipsnade Animal Park and the County Beaver and Cub Fun
Day at Walton Firs. So, it's an action packed time for the
Beavers and their Leaders.

And no doubt it will all be done noisily and enthusiastically
with plenty of food consumed along the way because that's
what Beavers do.

Heather Mason
Assistant District Commissioner Beaver Scouts

Last month, 16 teams took part in the District five-a-Side
Football Competition at the Kingsmeadow Centre in
Kingston. After an early start, there followed an action-
packed morning of football with an exciting final. [ know
all the Cubs who took part enjoyed themselves and there
was a great atmosphere with lots of good-sportsmanship
on show. Congratulations to Angela Jefferey and her team
from 1" Old Malden for winning the competition. We're ‘
now looking forward to our next sporting event on the :
District calendar which is our Cub Sports Day on 8" July.
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Over the weekend of 17"/18" June, a number of Packs will be taking part in the
BT Giant Sleepover. This is aWorld Record attempt for the largest sleepover in
multiple locations and also raises money for the charity Childline.

One of the main events for Cubs celebrating our 90" birthday will be the County
Cub and Beaver Fun Day on 1” July at Walton First Scout Camp Site. There'll be
over 200 Cubs and Leaders from Royal Kingston at the event which is open to all
Cubs across Greater London South West. Each District will be offering a
selection of exciting activities for Beavers and Cubs and our District's bases will
include the District's new Circus Skills equipment as well as an exhibition from
Harry Ward, District Archivist. Across the day there'll be everything from
cooking and crafts to challenges and chances to try new things for everyone who
takes part.

Some good news on adult recruitment, too, as it looks likely that the two
remaining Packs in the District without permanent leadership teams are well on
the way to finding new Leaders. Thanks to everyone who's offered to help while
these new teams settle in and good luck to all our new volunteers.

Jane Pringle
Assistant District Commissioner Cub Scouts.

Bearded Dragons

Boys of the 2nd Tolworth Cub Scouts take a keen
interest in two ‘Bearded Dragons’ the pets of the
pack, during their recent preparation for St
George’s Day.

The cubs made crusader uniforms, helmets
shields and swords to match as they learned
about the life of the patron saint St George. The
crusader, well known for ‘slaying’ dragons, was
chosen by Lord Baden Powell, former Chief
Scout and founder of the Scout Movement, as a
patron for scouting.

The Cubs were out on parade with all the other
Scouts in the District to mark St George’s Day on
Sunday April 23rd

District Cub Scouts Five-a-Side football

The District Cub Scout
5-a-Side competition
took place recently at
the recently brilliantly
revamped
"Kingsmeadow"
facility. Originally 18
packs entered but two
were forced to drop out
shortly before, leaving a
sudden re-write of the
playing orders, but all
went smoothly, thanks
to the referees and the
team managers. The
format was a the now
traditional league
format to whittle the
entrants down to 8 to

compete in the ‘knockout’ stages. Once the knockouts started, two matches had to be decided
ona"golden goal" and at one point we feared the final might end up that way as well. In the end,
itwas a 3-2 win to the 1st Old Malden "Kipling" team, who started their account with a brilliant
goal against their opponents, 4th Tolworth,

who up to that point hadn't lost a match all

morning. Bob Bushell, commuting between

the Scout 24/7 events taking place that

morning and this event, found time to come

along and present the trophy and certificates.

Next year will see a new team organise this
competition, to whom we wish every success.

Ian Appleford

Assistant Cub Scout Leader 1st Surbiton

Dolphin






