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District Commissioner’s Report

Join The Adventure

At recent events, | have
seen Beaver Scouts
exploring, Cub Scouts
revealing their artistic
talents and Scouts
enhancing their leadership
skills and these are just a
few of the activities which
have appeared in the local
press.

Throughout the District, youngsters are enjoying
practicing their circus skills with the bean bags,
spinning plates, juggling rings, diabolos, devil

sticks, unicycles and stilts which we recently

purchased.

Musicians from our three bands spent a day
practicing together and several of our members
did valuable conservation work at Polyapes, our

local campsite.

We had teams in the County Cooking

Competition and County Night Exercise,

achieving some creditable results and the District

Rifle Competition was, as usual, well supported.

| am sure that all readers are aware that the

celebration of the Centenary of Scouting
worldwide takes place in 2007. In Royal

Kingston, the major events will be a Gang Show

| (February), Camp (25th to 28th May), Sunrise

Ceremony (1st August) and a Band Concert
(October).

From the 27th July until 8th August 2007,
40,000 Scouts from almost every country in the
world will come together at the largest world
scout jamboree ever and twenty three of our
Scouts/Explorer Scouts will be part of the
action. We will be organising three events to
help raise funds for our contingent and they are
an accordion concert, quiz night and an auction
of promises. These will be held on the 30th
September, 21st October and 18th November
2006 respectively so please make a note in your
diaries.

Clive Uridge is relinquishing his appointment
as Group Scout Leader at 1st Hook. Thanks
Clive for your leadership over many years and |
wish Chris Mould every success on taking on
thisimportantrole.

Congratulations to Janet Eggitt and Dermott
Castles on receiving the Silver Acorn for
specially distinguished service and to Roger
Jones on being awarded the Silver Wolf for
service of the most exceptional nature.

Bob

Recruitment
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Do you know anyone who would like to join in the fun of Scouting?
Everybody from the age of 5 % is welcome so just telephone 020 8287 2743 and you will be
advised of the nearest Scout Group in the Royal Borough, with meeting times and the

activities it has to offer. g

be prepared « ¢ »

Published by the Royal Kingston

District Scout Council

http://www.royalkingstonscouts.org.uk/

Scouts and adult leaders were on duty in
and around the Royal Borough Saturday
18" March showing the face of modern
Scouting. The aim was to maximise the
impact that the Movement can make in
local areas and bring a greater awareness of
Scouting to the largest possible proportion
of the general public.

Stalls where set up in New Malden,
Tolworth, Kingston, and to help youngsters
and their parents to take part in one of the
movements outdoor activities, a climbing
tower was erected in Kingston Market
Place. One of the main objects of the 'Join
the Adventure' day, is to encourage more
adults to join the movement.

Adult volunteers are needed to help train
and support the next generation of scouts in
Kingston. Many of the 17 Scout Groups in
the Borough are in need of adults to assist
leaders in these Groups. Full training and
support will be provided to anyone taking
up the challenge.

ROYAL GREA
KINGSTON

SOUTH WEST



Beaver Scouts 5 3 to 8 ’ Cub Scouts 8 to 10 %

More than sixty Beaver Scouts took part in the
recent Exploring Afternoon held for older
Beavers. Although the weather was very cold,
they all managed to complete all the tasks set for
them at Southwood Activity Centre.

On a Saturday in early February, 2nd Tolworth
hosted the District Cub Scout Arts & Crafts
competition. There were almost 300 entries from 15
Packs including drawings, paintings, models and
Pack collages, all based on the theme *90 years of
Cubs’. The standard was very high, as usual, and
I’ve been delighted to see some of the collages are
question, “How many paving stones make up brightening up HQs around the District. 1st
the path from the car park to the Hall?” butthen, Surbiton ‘Dolphin’ took first place with 2nd
perhaps, counting is not one of their greatest Tolworth coming 2nd and 2nd Hook ‘Hawk’ 3rd.
talents! S— 2 Well done to everyone who
s N entered. Our District Archivist,
e o TE B Harry Ward, was one of the
judges and he also set up a
display of his model Royal
Coaches. This, hopefully,
inspired some of the young
model making talent in the
competition.

It’s amazing how many answers you get to the

As usual, the most popular task was building a small shelter for a
cuddly toy (no time to build human size ones) and a wide variety of
materials were found to do this.

Everyone ended the day with a certificate and earned the Explore
Badge which was presented to them at their next Colony meeting.

Our next District event, apart from St George’s Day Parade, is our
Scientific Afternoon for Beavers under the age of seven years. This is
on 21st May at 1st Hook HQ and all eligible Beaver Scouts whose Last month, many Cub Scout Leaders and helpers were involved in the
Colonies are able to take part should be receiving details of this from “Join the Adventure’ adult recruitment event organised by the County.

their Leaders soon after Easter. I’ve been busy contacting the people who expressed an interest in Cub

Scouts. There are a couple of Cub Scout Packs in the District without
Heather Mason permanent leadership teams in place at the moment. These Packs rely on
Assistant District Commissioner Beaver Scouts a rota of adult Leaders from other Packs or Sections to deliver their

programmes. Although, from the Cubs’point of view, it can be exciting to
meet so many different Leaders and to get to try lots of new things in the
On Saturday 25" March, the 2™ Malden invited some groups to shortterm, in the long term it would be great to get some dedicated people
participate in their 'Try something new' Challenge Afternoon. This in place to make sure the children continue to get the best experience of
was intended to be a scooter rally followed by a game or two of Cub Scouting possible. If any existing Leaders would like to offer to run
Matball. an evening for another Pack, please let me know. It can be a rewarding

experience —and you may pick up a few new ideas! If anyone else reading
Instructions had been passed out to Cub Leaders to select their team  this is wondering whether it’s a good time to get more involved and help
and fine tune their scooters. Safety was a key element and all racers  with a Pack, either on an occasional basis or more regularly, then please
had to be wearing gloves, knee and elbow pads and a crash helmet. contactme.

7th Malden ‘Try Something New’ Challenge Afternoon!

The time set aside was 1 hour to race around the course with each Cub  Meanwhile, from the reports I get from our 22 Packs, it sounds like Cub
only being allowed to complete 5 laps before a pit stop. Each change  Scouts in Royal Kingston are having as much fun as ever. | spent an
of riders required the team to change the knee and elbow pads and the  enjoyable Saturday afternoon a few weeks ago at a Scooter Rally
'pit stops' became ever more frantic as teams battled to send out their  (basically, a Grand Prix on 2-wheeled scooters) organised by 2nd Malden
new rider in record times. The fastest pit stop was around 20 seconds!  for some of their neighbouring Packs. This was hugely popular with the
Cubs, even though 2 laps of the circuit in the Leaders’ race nearly finished
Fortified by Krispy Kreme doughnuts and chocolate biscuits courtesy me off. It’s just an example of some of the exciting events organised
of our ADC, Jane Pringle, each Team was cheered on by their parents locally for Cubs, but don’t take my word for it . . . . have a look at one of
and fellow riders while the leader board showed the lead changing the entries we had in the ‘promotional postcard’ section of the Arts &
hand on a regular basis. Eventually, the final flag was waived and the  Crafts competition on the front page.
final results were, in good old fashioned reverse order....
District events for Cubs coming up soon include 5-a-side Football and

8th Place 1stOld Malden B 83 laps Sports Day. Until then, I hope everyone makes the most the lighter
TthPlace 2nd Malden A 85 laps evenings and the opportunities for getting out of the HQ and enjoying the
5thPlace 7th Malden & 2nd Malden C 95 laps outdoors this Spring.

4th Place 1stOld Malden A 98 laps

3rd Place 1stKingston Hill 103 laps JanePringle

2nd Place 1st Malden 104 laps Assistant District commissioner Cub Scouts

1stPlace 2nd Malden B 107 laps

Polyapes Working Party

With the weather suddenly turning against us, the Matball was Thirty Seven members of Royal Kingston District Scouts spent the day
postponed and the Cubs then had a chance to cheer their leaders and  using their skills with axes and saws to return part of Polyapes Campsite
parents in a quick 5 minute race. Congratulations to 1* Kingston Hill  to its former glory.

and 2" Malden B who completed 13 laps in this time.

The area, which had been parkland, had become overgrown and
. I . . . . resembling woodland and reducing the amount of space for camping.
Pictured are the winning Team collecting their trophy. All in all this 514t their hard work, three more areas are now available. Dead trees
was a great n?fternoon actVIty v heen removed and other trimmed
organised by 2™ Malden and their a0y 16 allow light in so that the grass
team, which was safe and fun.  con grow once more. Despite the
Although a number of parents mqining starting with light snow
complained about their own aches  ghoers, the weather improved and by
after racing they couldatleastlook |,ncpy time the sun was warm enough to

forward to a quiet night as all the  aye pleasant to sit down and eat a
| cubswould have slept very well! BBQ without feeling too cold.




Scouts 10 Y2 to 14

Despite the cold winter weather, there have been plenty of
activities for Scouts to participate in. Just after Xmas, 1st
Kingston Hill braved thick mud and a sprinkling of snow at
Gilwell’s annual winter camp - have you got to be tough or
mad or both? No, it’s what Scouts do!

In early February, twenty-six teams from around GLSW
entered this year’s County Cooking Competition at 1st Hook
Scout Headquarters. Each team had to prepare and cook a three
course meal for four people within two hours, and with
ingredients costing less than £12.50 in total. Royal Kingston put in 10 teams; a great
effort.

The District Cyclo Cross, held at Polyapes at the end of February, was a great success,
with entries open to Cub Scouts this year, a nice idea which will, hopefully, ensure a
good entry next year.

Polyapes also benefited from an activity day, with Scouts and Explorers hacking back
undergrowth and bushes to keep the sites clear.

The County Night Exercise, also held at Polyapes, saw intrepid teams navigating
around Esher and Oxshott Commons - quite challenging at night and, as usual,
contestants camped after the event.

The District Training Day for PL’s and APL’s was held at 1st Kingston Hill in early
March, an opportunity for them to acquire useful skills and take part in a wide range of
activities. On the day of the event, we expected just over 20 Scouts, but, actually, ended
up with 37! This was a resounding success, with all manner of team challenges, games
and structured activities. Certainly worth repeating in the near future.

We are currently refining all the elements of the 24/7-District Triathlon, taking place
over the weekend of 6th & 7th May. This is our premier event for the year, in which
teams of scouts will take part in activities at headquarters around the district and should
be great fun forall involved.

Robin Burr
Assistant District commissioner Scouts

Explorer Scouts 14 to 18 ‘

One of the first activities of the
New Year was to complete the
annual census. Happily, | can
report that Explorer Scouting in
Royal Kingston is on the
increase. | did hope that we
would top the 100 mark but,
unfortunately, we fell a few short
of this. We did, however,
increase our numbers by 5.4%,
which compares well across the County and bodes
well for the future.

In February, most of the Explorer Scout leaders
attended an Explorer Scout Support Training Day run
by the National Explorer Scout team. This team
included the National Explorer Scout Commissioner,
Graham Haddock. The day, which was enjoyed by all,
covered development of the section, the balanced
programme for Explorer Scouts and the tricky
business of moving into the section and moving on to
Network. This has given us all considerable food for
thought, and will receive some attention at
forthcoming Explorer Scout meetings.

All of the Units are running an active programme,
including Phoenix Unit who are planning an activity
weekend in May at the PGL Centre at Hindhead, and
Voyager Unit who are planning an Easter Camp in
Essex. This latter event has been opened for all
Explorer Scouts in the District, should they wish to
joinin.

Barry Pegram
District Explorer Scout Administrator

Columbus Explorer Scout Unit

Adult Awards

Some of you may have noticed a new brand of Explorer Scout prowling the Beaver, Cub and Scout GOOD SERVICE AWARDS

Sections of the District. Isitabird? Isitaplane? Isita Led Zeppelin? (Sorry — showing my age!) NO
—it’saYoung Leader! SILVER WOLF

In July last year, a new Explorer Scout Unit was formed from all those in the District between 14 and  Roger Jones 1% Surbiton/District

18 who give up some of their spare time to assist in the younger Sections. Some 18 of the 31 on the
recent Census have attended.

These volunteers are required to be Explorer Scouts and undergo specialist training in leadership and
skills. To achieve this, the Columbus Explorer Scout Unit was formed. Based at Southwood, the Unit
meets monthly to undergo the rigorous programme of training laid down by Headquarters.

After completing the Module A— covering the Aims and Principles of Scouting and the protection of
young people -10 Bronze and 8 Silver Certificates were presented at the Unit’s Christmas Dinner —
again, many thanks to Richard and his happy bunch of workers — by the D.C. ably assisted by Barry
Pegram.

On completion of all the Modules and reaching 16, and, after 2 years experience with a Section, each
member will be awarded their Gold Certificate. Each Young Leader will be expected to undertake
Missions either with their Group Section —or placed with another Group to get wider experience.

The Unit is also undertaking basic Scout training — if you don’t know it, how can you teach it? (e.g.
now how is that Reef thingy done? Do | follow the red end or the white end of the needle? Who didn’t
pack the sky hooks? —you get the picture.)

Some of the Modules can be a little rigorous and cover ground most of us don’t get into, however, the
Unit is sticking with it and we all manage to keep a sense of humour even on the more lurid topics.At
long last, the evenings are getting longer and we can get out into the field to get some training on the
skills required for all the camps this Summer.

I hope all the Section Leaders appreciate the hard work done by your Columbus Young Leaders and
will support them through their Mission training.

Geoff Oakshett—Explorer Scout Leader —Columbus E.S.U. (Y.L.)

SILVER ACORN

7" Malden
1% Old Malden

Dermott Castles
Janet Eggitt

LONG SERVICE DECORATION

15 YEARS

Eric Banks Berrylands

SERVICE CERTIFICATES

10 YEARS

Karen Loizou Leander ESU
Robin Spray 2" Hook

5 YEARS

Christopher Stone 6" Tolworth
WOOD BADGES

BEAVER SCOUT

Rebecca Mould 1* Hook
CUB SCOUT

Penelope Blundell 1% Surbiton



Diary Dates

Activities: - If you wish to attend these exciting events, please
contact your Section Leader.

Apr20th  St. George’s Day Rehearsal

Apr23rd  St. George’s Day Parade

May6-7  District Scout Event/Triathlon

May 7th  District Cub 5-a-side Football

May21st  District Beaver Scout Scientific Afternoon
June 10th  District Beaver Scout Sports Afternoon
June 11th  District Scout 6-a-Side Football Competition
June17-18 BT Giant Sleepover

July2nd  National Sea Scout Regatta

July 1st County Beaver and Cub Fun Day

July 8th District Cub Sports Event

July16th  District Beaver Scout Outing

Sept16-17 District Cub and Scout Camp weekend
Sept24th  District Beaver Scout Explorer Afternoon
Sept29-1 County Scout Mission Impossible
Sept30th  Surbiton Festival

Sept30th  District Accordion Concert

Oct6-8  Royal Navy 6-a-side Football Competition
Oct8th County Scout Cyclo Cross

Oct8th District Beaver Indoor Camp Fire - 1st Hook
Oct13-15 National Scout Air Rifle Competition
Oct14th  District Cub Swimming Event

Oct21st  District Anniversary Quiz

Nov 5th District Scout Chess Tournament

Nov 5th District Beaver Scout Party

Nov1ith  District Scout & Explorer Swimming Gala
Nov12th  Remembrance Sunday

Nov 18th  District Cub Raksha Challenge

Nov 18th  District Auction of Promises

Nov 19th  District Scout Air Rifle Competition
Nov26th  County Scout Orienteering Competition
Dec2-3  District Scout Night Hike

Dec 4th District Cub Christmas Event

Group AGMs

All parents are encouraged to attend the AGM of the Group
where their children enjoy Scouting. Here you will have an
opportunity to meet all the Leaders, not just those who look
after your children each week, including the Group Scout
Leader who leads the Group and members of the Executive
Committee who manage the Group. You will also hear first
hand of the Group's achievements during the past twelve
months and what is planned as we approach the Centenary Year
of Scouting.

Dates of the forthcoming Group AGM's are as follows:-

2" Tolworth 23" April 4.30pm Group Headquarters
1"Hook 10" May 8.00pm Group Headquarters

4" Tolworth 17" May 6.30pm Group Headquarters

2" Norbiton 20" May 6.30pm Group Headquarters
Berrylands 24" May 8.00pm Group Headquarters
Leander 5"June 8.00pm Group Headquarters

6" Tolworth 9"June 8.00pm Group Headquarters

1% Surbiton 10" June 11.00am Group Headquarters

2" Malden 14" June 7.00pm Heyswood Guide Camp,

Cobham

1* Tolworth 20" June 8.00pm Group Headquarters
Chessington 21" June 8.00pm Group Headquarters

2" Hook 21" June 7.30pm Group Headquarters

1" Malden 23" June 7.00pm Group Headquarters

7" Malden 24" June 5.00pm Polyapes Camp Site
1"OldMalden  3“July 8.15pm Old Malden Scout Centre
3" Kingston 6"July 6.45pm Group Headquarters

1"Kingston Hill TBA

Meetings:
Apr 24th
Apr 26th
May 15th
May 17th
June 12th
June 13th
June 14th
June 19th
July 12th
July 19th
Sept 18th
Sept 20th
Oct 5th
Oct 18th
Oct 18th
Nov 14th
Nov 15th
Dec 20th

Training:
May 5-7
May 21st
June 11th
July 2nd

Sept 24th

Oct 15th
Oct 29th
Nov 26th
Dec 10th

Jan 21st

District Team

District Executive

District Cub Leaders Meeting - 1* Surbiton
District Executive

District Team

GSLs - 3rd Kingston

District AGM - 1st Hook

District Explorer Leaders

District Cub Leaders Meeting - 1* Old Malden
District Executive

District Explorer Leaders

District Executive

District Cub Leaders Meeting - 1* Malden
District Beaver Leaders Meeting - 1st Hook
District Executive

District Cub Leaders Meeting - 1* Tolworth
District Executive

District Executive

==

Module 16 Nights Away (camping at Bears Wood)
am  Module 7 Valuing Diversity
pm  Module 17 Activities Outdoors
am  Module 12 Providing a Balanced Programme
pm  Module 18 Practical Skills
am  Module 19 International
pm  Module 15 Challenging Behaviour
am  Module 11 Administration
pm  Module 5 Fundamental Values of Scouting
pm  Module 6 Changes in Scouting
am  Module 15 Challenging Behaviour
pm  Module 14 Young People Today

1st Aid

am  Module 13 Growing the Movement
pm  Module 8 Skills of Leadership
pm  Module 9 Working with Adults
am  Module 7 Valuing Diversity
pm  Module 17 Activities Outdoors
am  Module 12 Providing a Balanced Programme
pm  Module 18 Practical Skills

Scouting Quiz

Answers from last time:

Former Prime Minister John Major was a member of 1* Old Malden Scout

Group

The Explorer Scout Young Leaders Unit in Royal Kingston is called
Columbus

The GLSW Buddy Badge worn on the lower right forearm, towards the

cuff

April Questions:

What musical instrument did Robert Baden-Powell use to open the world's
first experimental camp on the 1% August 1907?

When is Royal Kingston holding its Centenary Camp?

Which event is Royal Kingston not organizing next year? Concert, Sunset
Ceremony, Gang Show or Camp?

The official Supplier of Scout Uniforms and Badges

22 Tolworth Rise South, Surbiton, Surrey KT5 9NN

FIELDS

020 8335 5450
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